Alteration of erythrocytes by reduced species of oxygen generated in hypoxic rat liver during perfusion.
Activated species of oxygen produced in the hypoxic rat liver leave the cells and attack the membrane of circulating erythrocytes. Therefore the metabolic and structural changes of red blood cells may be appropriate indicators of an oxidative loading in tissues. The circulating erythrocytes exert a profound protective, "radical scavenger effect" on the liver tissue.